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Factory to the World

Esquel Group opens students’ eyes to the world of advanced manufacturing in the PRD

e tend to spend a lot of money

on clothes, as it helps us to

express our unique style and
taste in fashion. But how many people
actually know how clothes are pro-
duced, and the complexities involved in
the manufacturing process?

Seventeen forth and fifth form stu-
dents from Holy Family Canossian Col-
lege learned more than just how clothes
are made during their visit to Esquel
Group’s manufacturing site in Gaoming
town, Foshan, Guangdong, from March
28 to 29, as part of the Business-School
Partnership Programme, organized by
the Chamber.

“Prior to this trip, I was skeptical
about the visit, because there have been
some negative views towards factories
in China being sweatshop,” said student
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Chan Wing Sum. “After the visit, my
impressions of factories in the Main-
land have changed dramatically for the
better”

Esquel Group is one of the world’s
leading producers of premium cotton
shirts. This year is the seventh consecu-
tive year that the company has partici-
pated in the Business-Schools Partner-
ship Programme to provide Hong Kong
students with a rare glimpse into the
cogs of the textile and manufacturing
industry.

Emmeline Tse, Assistant Manager,
Human Resources, and Carmen Chiang,
Officer, Human Resources, at Esquel
Group, kicked off the two-day activ-
ity by introducing the group’s opera-
tions and its core values. Students then
toured the sprawling factory buildings

By Eric Chan

to see all stages of the manufacturing
process, from spinning cotton into use-
able thread, which knitting and weav-
ing looms turn into patterned fabrics,
before fabrics are cut and sewn into fin-
ished garments, packed and shipped off
to customers.

“We saw how clothes are made, and
also how efficient the company’s opera-
tions are,” said student Chan Wing Tin.
“The entire manufacturing process for
a piece of clothing is mind-blowingly
complex! I don’t think I will throw my
unwanted clothing away anymore, but
will donate them instead.”

In addition to understanding the
intricate management and manufactur-
ing process, Hu Yan, Supervisor, Cor-
porate Social Responsibility of Esquel
Group, introduced the corporation’s
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core CSR initiatives to the students.
These include the health and safety of
working spaces for employees, to the
construction of its own low-emissions
power plant, and waste water treatment
plant to reduce waste emissions.

“I am particularly impressed with
what the company has done for the well-
being of its workers,” said student Lau
Yen Kiu. “The mini supermarket located
within the factory’s premise sells grocer-
ies cheaper than regular supermarkets,
which helps employees save their time
and money.”

On the final day of the trip, students
had the chance chat with the company’s
management trainees about their careers
in various departments, as well as their
personal opinions on working in Main-
land China. &

Esquel Group 000 O

Esquel Group is one of the world’s leading producers of premium cotton
shirts. The group has production facilities in China, Malaysia, Vietnam,
Mauritius, and Sri Lanka, and a network of branches servicing key markets
worldwide. Esquel’s uncompromising emphasis on ethical business
practices, creativity and continual improvement have earned it a reputation
as “A Company of Fun People Serving Happy Customers.” Applying

state-of-the-art technology and manufacturing processes, Esquel continues
to be the standard bearer of reform for the textile and apparel industry.
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Holy Family Canossian College
goooooo

Holy Family Canossian College is an all-girls
Catholic school established in 1966 by the
Canossian Sisters. The school’s motto is to
provide students with rounded education in
a dynamic learning and teaching
environment that enhances Catholic values
of love and unity. Besides academic
achievements, the school also encourages
the development of students’ talents inside
and outside school. This is the second year
that the school has participated in the
Business-School Partnership Programme.
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